GOVERNMENT OWNERBHIF OF RAIL-
ROADS,

In view of Geo. T. Aothony's re-
sent allusions to this subject, the fol-
lowing matter may be of some interest

to the readers of the Aovooare:

From Chas, F. Adam "'EI-IJMI.TMIOH‘!II
: sod P::M'p 8"

Turning now from Great Britain to Bel-

glum, an opportunity is offered to observe
the practical working of 8 wholly different
policy. The famous Belgisn railroad sys-
tem origioated with Eing Leopold, and
bears to this day marka of the oreating
mind. When the Manohester & Liverpoal
rallway was completed, the Belgian revolo-
tion hsd not yet taken place, and Leopold
was ghill 8 realdent of England. His atten-
tion was naturally drawn to the comse.
quences of th's new application of steam,snd
when a fow years later he was called to the
throne of Belgium, one of his earliest pro-
jeots related to the construotion of railroads
in his new dominions. He was strongly per-
gusded, howevar, that the Eoglish system of
private oonstruction was mob the correck
one. He, as well na the Duke of Welling-
tom, strongly adbered to the analogy of the
highway; but more logioal than the duks,
his was the king'a highway, and not a furn-
piks. Accordingly he planned a system of
railway oommuniestion in which the roads
—the steam highways—were to be oon-
siruoted, owned, and operated by the state.
With some diffioulty legislntive assent to his
seheme was obtainad, and the earliest lines
wero undeartaken in 185, The government
then went on year by year developing the
synbem, but failed to keep pace with the
publio demand. Aceordingly, in & few
yoars, though not until after the prinoipal
and more remunerative routes weare poou-
pled, ooncessions, & they were oalled, be-
ing ths equivalent of Eoglish oharters, were
made to private companies, which carried
on the work of oxtension.

One peouline feature in all these oonces-
giona had, however, & direot and sagacious,
though sotmewhat distant, bearing on the
fundamental iden of the Bslgian railroad
systam—that of ultimate government own-
smbip. They were all mada for a tarm of
ninety years, at the expiration of which the
railwaya were to beooms the property of the
state, whioh was to pay only for their roll-
ing stook. The right waa also reserved to
the government of buying back the oon-
osssion st any time, upon mssuming pay-
ment to the owners for any unexpired
balance of the ningty years of a yearly sum
equal to the average ned reopipts during the
soven years nett prepeding thetaking, The
teudanay in Balgium now s for the govern-
ment to absorb all the remainiug lines.
Certalnly the publio feeling pointa very dis-
tinolly towards the acquisition of the
remaining lines of the system by the gov-
‘ermment, while the sale of the government
lines to private corporations has never been

urged by any considerable party. Finan-
olally, the undertaking has proved a de-
oided sacoess, the govarnment roads netting
an annual profis of late years of about 6 per
osnt., whioh is equivalent to ab least 10 per

oent in this country.
Prof. Rk'hlrd'r El'r e w‘n - lﬂwbl\ﬁ:
subjsot of state swn-
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m mul.l lmwuvamml in milways in
Prussis since the nationalization has been
immenss, and has oconverted practioally the

- . ontire peoplo to nationalization—npot thab

there may be no opponents, but that they
are fow, and rapidly diminishing in num-
bor. Every wellinformed man whom I met
in Prussia, without ons exosption, consid-
ared the test of experience as demonstra-
tion of the superiority, in that country, at
least, of tha government ownerahip of ruil-
ways, aod I did not ses one mwho
would like to go back to the nhl system of
privats ownemhip.
[From €. Wood Davis.)

The last Victorian report showa thia new
and sparsely settled oountry s abls to bor-
row money with which to build national

railways at 33 per cent, per annum. How
rations are able %o

cost of labor and suppliss more
than huo. the roads are oparated st leas
cosk, a4 messured by the expenses per train
mils, than in the favored regions in the
United States, The Eansss City, Ft. Seott
& Merphis railway is, admittedly, one of
tho best managed and most soonomioally
operated railways in the west, and with ths
abundancs of very chesp ooal, low grad.
isnts and running mors trains than do the
Viotorian railwaye, should be operated
more ohsaply, yet the oost of operating this
road, as messured by the oost per train
mile—and thia is the best posaibla eriterion
of soonomy in operation—ia one-third
groater than on the government-owned rall.
ways of Viotoria.

In the United States, one of the uselesa
trafflo nssociations pays ita chief umpire
nearly as much as Viotoria pays its antire
commission.

All the Ausiralian reports and asoounta,
which have come under observation of the
writer, are modsls of congisensss and olear-
ness, and show that there is nothing inher-
ent in railway mooounts rendering ik
neocssary that they be made obsoure and
mialeading.

Neither in the Australian report nor in the
coloninl press is there the least evidenos of
disoriminations against individoals or lo-
calities, and this one fact is an srgumesnt of
greater foros in favor of national ownership
than all that has ever besen advanced

against it.

HIS HEARERS IN THE SAME FIX.
The State Journal, in ita account
of Mr. Oabbison's speech at the court
honse the other evening, reports him
88 gaying:

He did not know when he began what he
mgld say, or, when he ended, what he had

We have conversed with seversl
persons who were present and heard
him, and they were very mnch in the
same predicamant.

RECEIVED TO0 LATE.

We have a communication from Me-
Pherson county relating to the home
reoord of Farmer Smith which came
too late for this issue of the Apvooars.
1t will appear next week.

Several other communications of
less importance also have to go over.

Missounr is not altogether lackiog
in 'prosperity, we notice. A Kansas
Oity paper laat week contained forty-
six colomns, nearly seven pages, of
tax sale notioces set in small type. No
wonder the republicans over there are
ealamity bowlars,

Ir S8am Wood had been murdered
in the south as he was in Kansas, it
wonld have been called a political
murder, Asit is, his morderer is as
freo as the wind, and is highly re-
spected by the administration crowd
in Kansas

Ir's sad to think of how free coin-
age would “ unsettle business,” asthe
Kansas bankers resolved the other
day, but then uo one ever thinks of
the unsettled condition of the farm-
ers and other laboring men.

* A rew more copies of that excellent
little book, “ The People’s Oanae,” are
to be given sway with yearly snb-
soriptions received before November
8. Send en a dollar and get both the
Apvooats and the book.

Attantion is called to Cm-ﬁru.. oﬂl;‘h

eity, who advertise on the page.
b:l’l'tr firm or oheaper houss is foond in the

KANEAS POLITION,

Btraws That Bhow Which Way the
Breessa are Blowing.
The democrata of Barton county have
sndoreed the Populist state ticket.
The report that Duane Freeman had
withdrawn from the race In the Bixth
distriot is dlsputed by Mr, Freeman.

David Overmyer and Judge Doster
now speak from the same platform. That
makes & rloh treat for those who hear
them.

Dan Bwearlngen, editor of the Popullst
paper at Waverly, has besn arreatad for
publlshing obscene lterature. He pub-
lished the truth about his politioal op-
ponenta.

H. 8. Martin, the brilliant young law-
yer of Marion, spoke to a People's party
mesting in the Bhawnes oourt housa Sat-
urday night. . C. Clemens was the
principal speaker.

A number of Santa Fe employes who | oy
have cavelassly lat It be known that thay
wara People’s party men, hava been
called up and glven to undemstand that
suoh things would never do,

Tha franking privilege is stretched
alarmingly by the republican state com-
mittes, They are using the franking
stamp of thelr congressmen and senators
to send out carloads of campalgn frash.

The anti-Buchan republican league In
Wysndotte county la making It exceed-
Ingly hot for the men who ohamploned
the Kelly sge of consent bill and op-
posed the anti-Plokerton and antl-black-
11at hilla.

The raport that J. J. Gralbel, Psople's
party nomines in the Thirty-nloth sens-
torlal distriot, has been withdrawn ls not
true. The committas thinks he is the
only man that can defeat the republican
candldate thare,

Topeka minlsters have “memorinlized”
agalnst the constitutional convention,
Congiderlng the atand the average
preacher usually takes In political mat-
ters, that actlon is almost enough to
carry the vote in favor of the provislon.

A. W.Bmith is now generally dubbed
“Farmer Smith of Copeland county.”
This originated among the republicans
who opposed his nomioatlon and who
snid that for the last faw years Smith
had done most of his farming at the
Copeland hotel In Topeka,

Durlog his Wichita effort Ft. Scoft
Harrls sald the leadsra of the People's
party were worse than the aparchists
who dled at the rope's end in Chlcago.
Then the audlence gave thres cheers for
Jerry, and Harris procesded to tell how
he Intended to vote the' stralght republi-
can tioket. Harrin 18 & “stalwart” demo-
crat,

J. K. Hudson ran up sgainat 8. M.
Soott at Garden Clty the other day and
during the joiot meeting found himself
in an axtremaly uncomfortable position.
He was compelled to llsten while Soott
read some of his (Hudson's) late calamity
speeches. The “Majah" endured the
agony better than sny decent mamssould
have endured i, while the audlence
cheered Scott and aome of the republl-
cans showed thelr ocontempt for their
would-ba champion by leaving,

You don't hear much about Jerry
Simpson’s osttle sensation since he has
produced the avidencs of & number of
good republieans to prove that bribes
werse pald to induce the Interlor depart-
ment to close It eyes and permit cattle
to ba grazed on the Cherokes strip in
order to ewell the Harrison campaign
fund. The cattlemen themselves have
produced the recsipta for the money

pald, sod under such circumstances

was no use for Becretary Noble to deny
the charge. For any information sbout
& gteal write James Hatzon, Bterllog,

The worst joke that has been perpe
trated on Jerry Simpeon this campalgn
was played in Chicago at the world's Isir
dedication. Bill Higgins was induced to
wear a palr of glasses In order to glve
tone to the Kansas crowd. Then some
body ciroulsted the report that the man
with the glasses was Jarry Slmpeon,
whersupon everybody but the Kansas
crowd began to “Hurrah for Jerry.," Bill
lifted his hat aod gracelully acknowl-
edged the compliment, Then the shout-
Ing grew londer and kept on growlng till
Bill's head awelled to such a sizs that
his hat wouldn's fit.

Hypooritical Traducers.
To the Edltor of TaR uvocan.

Mr. Lewealling wanta to ba giwvernor for what
thers I in 1t for hlmu-lf tnd 1E Is wall to ask the
quudlm 83 to who 8Vd what he t7 Kansus

ts & man for governor who wili uns-1fiahly

form the dutles of the office; ous who I8 lden-

ed with her growth and development, and nob
Afer the xalary ned periulsites alons.— Eaple,

The min at Topeks, as governor, who
would sult the editor of the Eagle snd
the clique that controls him, must needs
be some pliant, aycophantic, subserviant
partisan, so that the Eagle could have
some “Influence” st court, With Lew-
elling governor, the editor of the Eagle
knows that straightforward, honest busi-
ness methoda would prevail in the exscu-
tve office of this state; and, that being
00, he could nelther presume to suggest,
dictate or threaten in reference to any ap-
pointments or pollcy. Whenevar the
Eagle 18 after apything, you may be sure
It Is prompted by its vanlty or salfish-
ness, This editor’s vanity ia his vitality;
it ia all that holds him pp. Buch davo-
tion to convictlon a8 actuates the editors
of the reform press never moves such
organs as the Eagle,

Now, the fault with these fellowa who
are opposing Lewalling in Wichita Is that
they know he Is an honest, capable man,
and that pothing dishonorsble csn be
charged agalnst him, They know hls
electlon will not oconserve thelr selfish
schemes, and they hope by Insinustions
snd base Innenendos to so work upon
prejudice and impulses a8 to compaas hls
defeat. Thelr efforts prove abortive and
retroactive. Lewalling ls destined to be
Kanans' next governor, and as such will
fill the offica with honor and credlt; and
In voting for Lewelllog oo ona will make
any mlstaka, Gro, Starg Minugn.

Wichita, Eas., October 20, 1802

From Georgia,
B0 the Bdltor of THR ADVOCATHE,

I see that the Capifal, published in
your state, says that the Paopla's party is
dead in Georgla. This, llkely, Is as near
the truth as that papar ever printa, The
papers here have not published even the
vote of the “bourbon democracy” allowed
us In the count. It will mever be known
just how many votes we did poll, but the
democrata have countsd sbout 70,000 up
to this time. But for bulldozing and
bribery, there Is lttle question but what
we would have carried the state bya
good majority. It waa a fight of the pro-
ducers against the money and town rings.

Our peopls are not discouraged, and
we send grestings to the brethren of the
weat, and say, “Meet us in the middle of
the road.” We are thers and thers to
stay untll the victory is won.

In one short campalgn we snatched
from the party of “roiten egg"” argument
75,000 votes.” In & short while wa will
have the large majority and will stand
invinolble in our determlned march in
the “middle of the road.”

Push the fight In the west. and our
boya will stand by your slde in the
D, Inwix,

m Gs., Octobes 17?’@3.




